THE   PYRAMID
shout rings over from the two great bridges on the Seine to the Quai d'Orsay; the tramp of feet is borne to the dark windows of the Elyse'e, and the intoxicating rhythm of the Marseillaise., demanding liberty for the people, rises up to the house of that same President who is now sailing the high seas, hoping eagerly for a crisis and reckoning on the rashness of the Russian generals—it was to the notes of that very Marseillaise that the Imperial troops paraded before him only the other day.
"Peace! Peace! No war!" In the same hour the shout goes up from Trafalgar Square; and from the steps of the greatest of war-memorials the champions of peace demand peace for the world.
Only in Petersburg, at this hour, has that shouting been silenced, here knout and sabre, iron hoof and revolver, have dispersed the demonstrators, trampled them under foot, shot them down. Patriots—yes; they may band together and shout to their hearts' content; at the head of the procession a car with a general in it, then students and officers, singing and waving flags as they parade through the main streets. It is as well to be prepared for all events; so it has been swiftly and secretly arranged that all letters and telegrams shall be censored.
Behind a veil more holy than that of Sais, the diplomats of the Great Powers are at work to* bring about a war, which, afterwards, these men responsible for it wijl, without exception, keep at arm's length from their own persons. But they whose death-warrant they were signing in the silence of the Cabinets, they whom the State's unlimited authority compelled to march whenever the drum should roll, they were awake and seemed resolved to defend themselves. Impotent, the Peace Societies of the world raised the voice of idealism; impotent, the Vatican took a few hesitating steps.
While the destiny of Europe was planned almost wholly by one class, another class was called upon to work it out. The mighty had never been able to agree to an arbitral tribunal, but the weak had combined half a                  *oo                :    i,                  *                              E  . '.            ••       ••    -        Q-   -     -    •        •
